
The NH Swallow Colony Registry (Swallow CORE) is a statewide citizen science initiative. We have just com-

pleted the second swallow breeding season (summer 2012), during which volunteers observed 

and collected data on swallow nesting sites across New Hampshire. As a reminder, four species of swallow are 

included in this project: Bank Swallow, Barn Swallow, Cliff Swallow, and Purple Martin. 

We currently have some 30 vol-

unteers helping with the project.  

Many thanks to those who sent 

in forms or shared their eBird 

reports with Swallow CORE. 

The project depends on this valu-

able input. Some volunteers also 

shared photos and anecdotal ac-

counts of their summer adven-

tures with the birds. Photos are 

an excellent way to share our col-

lective knowledge about the 

birdsõ lives.  

 

The 30 volunteers have monitored 

nearly 50 active colonies. These 

colonies have yielded  information 

about  the birdsõ activities over 

last summer (2012). The state map 

at left shows the distribution of 

monitored colony sites, except for 

Purple Martins.   The other three 

species of swallow are represented 

as follows (% of total number of 

colonies monitored): Barn Swal-

low 51%, Bank Swallow 22%, 

Cliff Swallow 27%. 

  

 

 

Bank Swallow adult (photo by Vanessa Jones). Barn Swallows (photo by Evelyn Nathan).  

Swallow colony statewide distribution of monitored sites. 



Based on the feedback we received from the volunteers, it is probably fair to say that there exists a general reti-

cence when it comes to filling out forms. Many of you seem to think there are lots of forms to fill out and they 

may be perceived as òtoo much workó, and quite possibly as òunnecessaryó so we thought weõd try to clear up 

some of the misconceptions . There are, in fact, only two forms that we ask volunteers to complete! 

 

 

Cliff Swallow nest (top) under the portico at Fort Constitution 

(below) in New Castle (photos by Siobhan Basile). 

Form #1 (Figure 1): The first one of these, the òSite Registration & First Observation Formó, only needs to be completed once 

for a given swallow colony. We use this form to get the geographical description of the colony location and the type of building or 

nesting structure. Most of the information on this form comprises names and addresses of the site and the observer, and spaces to 

check off the pertinent information.  

 

One area that may cause problems is the òLatitudeó and òLongitudeó. If you canõt find these coordinates, just provide a good de-

scription of where the colony is located. We use the coordinates to find the site on a Google Earth map and a good description or a 

photo copy of a map with an òxó marks the spot works just as well.  We can also get the coordinates from the physical address of 

the site, which should always be  provided.  
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