Christmas Bird Count Summary 2005-2006

by David Deifik
Statewide Highlights

This year’s Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) were held between December 14, 2005,
and January 5, 2006. A new CBC was inaugurated with the AMC Crawford Notch
CBC. There are now 21 counts in the state, though two of these are principally cen-
tered in Vermont. Sightings from the New Hampshire portion of the Saxton’s River
count are found in the seasonal summaries. Data from the Barnet, Vermont, count
were unavailable. The weather was for the most part quite benign with only one count
(Durham) reporting light rain all day, and the Pittsburg count reporting heavy snow in
the morning.

The total number of species across all counts was a record 143. This exceeds the
previous high by six species. There were six species that tied or set new record high
counts for the state. There were 95 individual count high records this year, topping the
last two years. There were 17 species new to their respective counts. There were three
species making their first appearance on any New Hampshire CBC. The first was a
Gyrfalcon seen on the Manchester count. This outstanding raptor was last seen in the
state five years ago (see article on page 41). The next species was Ovenbird, tallied on
both the Peterborough-Hancock and Hanover-Norwich CBCs. And lastly was the Yel-
low-headed Blackbird on the Seacoast CBC.

Caption: Ovenbird by David Vernier, 12/23/05, Peterborough, NH.

Waterfowl numbers overall were roughly comparable to last year. Notable concen-
trations of Common Goldeneye and Hooded Merganser were found on the Laconia
count, though not in record number. Also notable was a Canvasback on Coastal CBC
and an even rarer Ring-necked Duck on the Laconia CBC. Concord set a new state
high for Wood Duck and the Seacoast CBC set a new state high for Redhead. This was
only the third record for Redhead on the CBC, all records being from the Seacoast
count. The Seacoast count also smashed the previous American Coot record with 23.
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Wild Turkey has finally completed its conquest of the state with a first record for Pitts-
burg. (Note that the Errol CBC’s first record of Wild Turkey was last year’s CBC, but
it was inadvertently omitted from the results presented in the New Hampshire Bird
Records Winter 2004-05 issue.) Lee-Durham continues to hold the sole Lesser Black-
backed Gull record and tied its own previous high of three individuals this count. As
for shorebirds, a Killdeer and Black-bellied Plover seen on the Coastal count were
notable finds. An interesting curiosity was a hybrid of the western “Red-shafted” and
eastern “Yellow-shafted” Northern Flicker seen on the Keene count. An Eastern
Phoebe on the Nashua count was a scarce find. This has been noted once previously on
the Nashua count in 2001. It was also on the Keene CBC. Nashua set a new state high
with Carolina Wren, beating its own previous record by one. Numbers of this species
continue to follow an upward trend with a record total count of 35 individuals. As late
as 10 years ago there were only three individuals seen! To emphasize the Gray Catbird
story for this winter, the Seacoast CBC also set a new state high of four individuals.
The Orange-crowned Warbler that spent most of the season at a Merrimack feeder was
observed on the Nashua-Hollis count. This is the first inland CBC record as well.

Though overall numbers are down from last year, the generally increasing Red-bel-
lied Woodpecker was new to one count and set four other count highs. Black-capped
Chickadee set a new total record of 15,600. In only two other years in the last 10 has
their total exceeded 15,000 and most years were substantially below that number.
Four counts set new highs for the species.

Individual Count Highlights

Nashua-Hollis

* New state count high: Carolina Wren.

* First count record: Orange-crowned Warbler.

e Count high: Hooded Merganser, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Rock
Pigeon, Pileated Woodpecker, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, American Robin, Cedar
Waxwing, Chipping Sparrow.

Turkey Vulture was recorded for the third time. Eastern Screech-Owl was recorded

for the second time in count week. Eastern Phoebe and Chipping Sparrow were both
recorded for the second time.

Peterborough-Hancock

e First state record: Ovenbird (shared with Hanover-Norwich).
* Count high: Red-bellied Woodpecker, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk.

Keene

* Count high: Common Raven, Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse.
The second record for a hybrid “Red-shafted” and “Yellow-shafted” form of the
Northern Flicker was of interest. Ring-billed Gull was seen for the second time.
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Seacoast

* First state record: Yellow-headed Blackbird.

* New state count high: Redhead, American Coot, Gray Catbird.

* Count high: Bald Eagle, Red-bellied Woodpecker.

Ruddy Duck was tallied for the fourth time. Peregrine Falcon tied its previous high
of two. Vesper Sparrow was seen during count week (there is only one previous Sea-
coast count record).

Isles-of-Shoals

* First count record: Gray Catbird.

* Count high: Northern Harrier, Ring-billed Gull.

Harlequin Duck was found in near record numbers. Common Merganser was seen
for the second time. A Jaeger species is only the second for the count and the third
Jaeger for any count. Mourning Dove, Downy Woodpecker, Ruby-crowned Kinglet,
and Hermit Thrush were all seen for the second time. Black-capped Chickadee put in
its third appearance for the count.

Lee-Durham

e Count high: Snow Goose, Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch,
American Robin, Cedar Waxwing, Chipping Sparrow, Northern Cardinal.
Gadwall was seen for only the second time. Lesser Black-backed Gull tied its pre-
vious state high. Dickcissel was seen for the third time.

Concord

* New state count high: Wood Duck.

* First count record: Double-crested Cormorant.

e Count high: Cooper’s Hawk, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker,
Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Wren, Northern Mockingbird, Swamp Sparrow,
Northern Cardinal.

Rusty Blackbird was notable, being seen on only one other count.

Laconia

* First count record: Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.

* Count high: Great Blue Heron, Cedar Waxwing.

Rusty Blackbird was seen for only the second time on the Laconia CBC, and on
only one other count this year.

Hanover-Norwich

* First state record: Ovenbird (shared with Peterborough-Hancock).

* First count record: Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (previous record was a questionable
sighting).

 Count high: Wild Turkey, Bald Eagle, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker,
House Sparrow.
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Baker Valley

e First count record: Canada Goose.
* Count high: American Black Duck, Barred Owl, Bohemian Waxwing, Northern
Cardinal.

Littleton

* First count record: Baltimore Oriole.

* Count high: Iceland Gull, Glaucous Gull, Bohemian Waxwing, Snow Bunting.

Rough-legged Hawk was seen for the third time. Carolina Wren was recorded for
the first time, but during count week only.

Grafton-Bristol

e First count record: Barred Owl, Snow Bunting.

e Count high: Mallard, Ruffed Grouse, Wild Turkey, Horned Grebe, Mourning
Dove, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Shrike, Blue Jay,
American Crow, Common Raven, Black-capped Chickadee, Brown Creeper,
European Starling, Bohemian Waxwing, Northern Cardinal, Common Redpoll,
Pine Siskin, House Sparrow.

Hooded Merganser and Belted Kingfisher were seen for the second time. American

Robin was seen for the third time.

Errol-Umbagog

e First count record: Canada Goose.
* Count high: Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Black-capped Chickadee.
Pileated Woodpecker tied its previous high of eight set in 1998.

Wild Turkey by Debbie Stahre,
12/14/05

Pittsburg

¢ First count record: Wild Turkey.
* Count high: Hooded Merganser, Rock Pigeon, Common Raven.
Red-tailed Hawk was seen for the second time.
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North Conway

* Count high: Common Raven, Tufted Titmouse, American Robin.
Bald Eagle was seen for the second time.

Lake Sunapee

* First count record: Rough-legged Hawk, Red-bellied Woodpecker.

* Count high: Canada Goose, Blue Jay.

Great Blue Heron was seen during count week for the second time. Bohemian
Waxwing and Brown-headed Cowbird were seen for the second time. Bald Eagle and
Red-winged Blackbird were seen for the third time.

Manchester

* First state record: Gyrfalcon.

e First count record: Hermit Thrush, Savannah Sparrow.

e Count high: Wood Duck, Wild Turkey, Carolina Wren, White-throated Sparrow.

Ruffed Grouse tied the previous count record of two. Double-crested Cormorant
and Carolina Wren were seen for the second time. Barred Owl was seen for the third
time.

Sandwich

e First count record: Snow Bunting.
e Count high: Mallard, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Common Raven, Tufted Titmouse,
House Sparrow.

AMC Crawford Notch

Among the notable sightings for this inaugural count were Gray Jay, Boreal Chick-
adee, Pine Grosbeak, and White-winged Crossbill.
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106th Christmas Bird Count: Dec. 14, 2005 - Jan. 5, 2006

species Nsh Pet Kee Cst Isl Lee Con Lac Han Bak
Snow Goose - - - - - 4 - - - -
Canada Goose 486 9 93 3641 15 801 10 64 - *31
Mute Swan - - - 52 - - - - - -
Wood Duck - - - - - - 8

Gadwall - - - 3 - 1 -

American Wigeon - - - 21 - - - - - -
American Black Duck 25 - 3 954 9 200 23 93 15 18
Mallard 666 - 52 1232 - 720 296 938 191 18
Northern Pintail - - - 2 - W - 1 - -
Green-winged Teal - - - 3 - - - -

Canvasback - - - 1

Redhead - - - ) - - - -

Ring-necked Duck - - - - - - - 1

Greater Scaup - - - 150 - 1 - 1

Lesser Scaup - - - 1 - 1 - -

Common Eider - - - 63 375

Harlequin Duck - - - 11

Surf Scoter - - - 161 25

White-winged Scofer - - - 145 6

Black Scoter - - - 34 3

Long-tailed Duck - - - 148 75 -

Bufflehead - - - 91 2 75 - - -

Common Goldeneye 11 - - 324 1 125 61 263 18

Barrow's Goldeneye - - - 1 - - - 1 -

Hooded Merganser 4 - - 3 - - 4 121 22

Common Merganser 46 - 2 36 3 - 28 72 40

Red-br. Merganser - - - 156 17 8 - 1 -

Ruddy Duck - - - 1 - - - -

Ring-necked Pheasant 1 - 2 - - 1 - - -

Ruffed Grouse 5 4 - 1 - 8 8 5 2 -
Wild Turkey 63 186 73 41 - 131 20 14 110 19
Red-throated Loon - - - 21 2 - - - - -
Common Loon - - - 132 27 4 - 7

Pied-billed Grebe - - - - - - - 1

Horned Grebe - - - 19 - - - -

Red-necked Grebe - - - 46 - - - 2

Double-cr. Cormorant - - 2 - 1 1 -

Great Cormorant - - - 9 45 -

Great Blue Heron 3 - 1 4 - 2 2

Turkey Vulture 1 - - - -

Bald Eagle 1 1 1 7 - 3 1 5 4

Northern Harrier - - 1 2 -

Sharp-shinned Hawk 8 1 3 ) - 7 2 5 2

Cooper's Hawk 8 - 2 12 4 5 5

Northern Goshawk - - 1 1 1 1

Accipiter sp. - 1 -

Red-shouldered Hawk 1 - - - - - - - -

Red-tailed Hawk 49 1 3 60 - 23 1 1 17
Rough-legged Hawk - - - - - - - -

American Kesfrel - - - 2 - - - - 1
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Lit Grf Erl Pit Cnw Sun Man San Amc Total
- - - - - - - - 7
- ) - - 13 167 - - 5332
- - - - - - - - 52
- - - - - 2 - - 10
- - - - - - - - 4
- - - - - - - - - 20
6 10 1 1 5 15 - 7 - 1385
- 65 1 2 57 136 633 2 12 5041
- - - - - - - - 152
- - - - - - - - 438
- - - - - - - - n
- - - - - - - - 186
- - - - - - - - 151
- - - - - - - - 37
- - - - - - - - 223
- - - - - - - - 168
4 - - - - 33 - - 840
3 1 - 6 - 4 1 - - 169
3w 5 7 - - Py - - 303
- - - - - - - - 182
- - - w - - 1 - 5
8 5 1 - 7 W 2 4 - 60
101 73 *16 *1 75 87 13 82 [@%% 1105
- - - - - - - - - 23
- - - - - - - - 170
- - - - - - - - 1
7 - - - - - - - 26
- - - - - - - - 48
- - - - - 1 - - 5
- - - - - - - - 54
- - - - [e%% - - - 12
- - - - - - - - 1
1 [@%% - - 2 1 5 1 - 33
- 1 - - 2 [e%% 1 6 - 44
(@%% 2 - - - 1 - - - 39
- - 1 - - - - - - 5
- - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - 1
4 - - 1 3 1 12 1 - 187
1 - - - - *1 - - - 2
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106th Christmas Bird Count (continued)

species Nsh Pet Kee Cst Isl Lee Con Lac Han Bak
Gyrfalcon - - - - - - - - - -
Peregrine Falcon - - - 2 - - - - - -
American Coot - - - **23 - - - - - -
Black-bellied Plover - - - 1 - - - - - -
Killdeer - - - 1 - - - - - -
Sanderling - - - 50 - - - - - -
Purple Sandpiper - - - 36 210 - - - - -
Dunlin - - - 16 - - - - - -
Wilson’s Snipe - - - - - 1 - - - -
Jaeger sp. - - - - 1 - - - - -
Bonaparte’s Gull - - - 26 8 - - -

Ring-billed Gull 84 1 (9% 920 3 224 1 81 -

Herring Gull 107 - - 2420 750 6975 7 66 1

Iceland Gull - - - 2 - 3 - - - -
Lesser Bla.-bac. Gull - - - - - 3 - - - -
Glaucous Gull - - - (%% - 3 - - - -
Great Bla.-bac. Gull 80 - - 312 50 941 1 38 6 -
Thayer's Gull - - - - [«%% - - - -
Gull sp. - - 1 - - - - 54

Bla.-leg. Kittiwake - - - - 3 - - - - -
Razorbill - - - 1 37 - - - - -
Black Guillemot - - - 6 36

Alcid sp. - - - 2 - - - - - -
Rock Pigeon 1527 139 121 1022 - 493 704 139 552 79
Mourning Dove 566 206 251 457 1 582 258 233 551 166
Eastern Screech-Owl CW - - 2 - - - - - -
Great Horned Owl - 1 - 4 - 1

Snowy Owl . . oW 2 . . . . .
Barred Owl 1 - - - - 1 1 5 2 4
N. Saw-whet Owl - - - - - - - - -
Belted Kingfisher 6 1 1 - - 3 1 1

Red-bel. Woodpecker 22 7 4 14 - 3 3 - -

Yiw.-bel. Sapsucker - - - - - - - 1 1 -
Downy Woodpecker178 59 68 95 1 98 83 90 119 35
Hairy Woodpecker 74 40 36 29 - 33 35 62 82 26
Bla.-bac. Woodpecker - - - - - - - - - -
Northern Flicker 6 - - 14 2 5 1

Redxyellow Flicker s - - 2 - - - - - - -
Pileated Woodpecker 13 8 - 2 - 2 6 1 10 3
Eastern Phoebe 1 - - - - - - - - -
Northern Shrike 1 - - 3 - 4 1 1 2

Gray Jay - - - - - - - - - -
Blue Jay 657 736 299 498 - 504 569 818 581 275
American Crow 494 237 266 1172 - 365 399 230 2800 45
Common Raven 3 19 14 - - 7 10 2 28 14
Horned Lark - - 25 76 - - 25 - - -
Black-cap. Chickadee980 927 1003 943 1 1847 698 1106 1956 640
Boreal Chickadee - - - - - - - - -
Tufted Titmouse 287 90 131 180 - 254 169 85 117 27
Red-br. Nuthatch 51 25 40 57 - 110 29 41 53 10

+= New species for the state  *=New species fo count
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Lit Grf Erl Pit Cnw Sun Man San Amc Total
- - - - - - +1 - - 1
- - - - - - 1 - - 3
- - - - - - - - 23
- - - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - 50
- - - - - - - - - 246
- - - - - - - - - 16
- - - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - 1
- - - - - - - - - 34
7 - - - - - 53 - - 1384
37 - - - 1 - 200 - - 10564
2 - - - - - - - - 7
- - - - - - - - - 3
2 - - - - - - - - 5
22 - - - - - 33 - - 1483
: - - - - - - - - 0
- - - - - - - - 55
- - - - - - - - 38
- - - - - - - - 2
80 9 - 13 64 4 894 4 - 5881
169 151 8 - 199 51 155 175 1 4180
- - - - - - - - 6
2 2 1 - 2 1 1 6 - 28
: - - - - - - 1 - 1
1 1 1 - - - 1 - - 17
- - - - - " - - 54
24 35 32 6 43 24 24 64 4 1083
37 32 37 10 34 21 14 71 9 682
1 - 3 2 - - - - - 6
- - - - 1 2 - - 31
- - - - - - - - 2
5 4 8 4 4 3 3 5 - 21
- - - - - - - - - 1
2 2 - - - 1 1 4 - 22
- - 4 3 - - - - 7 14
217 553 26 10 284 464 199 522 8 7220
94 83 10 20 234 73 453 58 2 7035
79 19 78 103 101 8 2 55 11 553
- - - - - - - - - 126
620 742 629 343 843 545 497 171 109 15600
2 - 3 5 - - - 9 1 20
2 32 - - 55 12 76 107 4 1628
27 18 22 4 27 15 16 33 1 579
**=New count high for the state  New individual count high
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106th Christmas Bird Count (continued)

species Nsh Pet Kee Cst Isl Lee Con Lac Han Bak
White-br. Nuthatch 230 138 111 122 - 177 137 116 140 60
Brown Creeper 10 7 7 13 - 14 12 9 7 1
CarolinaWren ~ **9 1 2 2 - 2 7 1 5 -
Winter Wren - - - - - 1 3 - - -
Golden-cr. Kinglet 21 16 17 14 - 33 8 4 3 2
Ruby-cr. Kinglet 5 - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Eastern Bluebird 47 - 6 35 - 51 - - - -
Hermit Thrush 1 - 1 2 1 - 1 - -

American Robin 890 14 19 724 - 1118 23 34 3

Gray Catbird - - - 4 1 - - - -

N. Mockingbird 61 - 9 57 - 30 23 4 2 -
European Starling 900 168 402 7340 8 2122 1054 537 774 56
Bohemian Waxwing - - - - - - 5 144 22
Cedar Waxwing 828 177 157 486 - 619 155 685 287 -
Orange-cr. Warbler *1 - - - - - - - -
Yiw.-rumped Warbler - - - 2 4 - - - - -
Ovenbird - +1 - - - - - - +1 -
Am. Tree Sparrow 295 75 108 266 - 276 118 114 162 26
Chipping Sparrow 2 - - - - 3 - - - -
Field Sparrow 6 - - - - -

Vesper Sparrow - - - (%%

Savannah Sparrow - - - 4 -

Fox Sparrow - - - - - (@%% - - - -
Song Sparrow 48 1 13 154 5 53 39 8 7 1
Swamp Sparrow - - - 5 - 2 2 - - -
White-thr. Sparrow 23 2 2 89 - 36 14 2 6 -
Dark-eyed Junco 390 64 147 323 - 205 165 107 94 3
Lapland Longspur - - - cw - - - - - -
Snow Bunting - - 6 8 - 7 - 14 4 -
Northern Cardinal 208 41 40 137 3 166 85 76 102 23
Dickcissel - - - - - 1 - - - -
Red-winged Blackbird - 1 - 1 - - - - -
Yellow-head. Blackbird- - - +1 - - - - -

Rusty Blackbird - - - - - - 4 1

Common Grackle - - - cw - 1 - -

Br.-headed Cowbird - 1 - 204 - 6 1 1

Baltimore Oriole - - - 1 - - - - - -
Pine Grosheak - - - - - - - - 1 7
Purple Finch 1 5 8 6 - 2 1 7 cw -
House Finch 195 4 67 304 - 176 68 133 111

Red Crossbill - - - - - - - -
Whi.-wing. Crosshill - - - - - - - 2 -
Common Redpoll - 14 51 10 - 3 13 119 239 53
Pine Siskin (@%% 6 - - - - 1 6 8 -
American Goldfinch 652 150 211 623 - 595 289 122 419 49
Evening Grosbeak 2 6 22 - - - - - 69 25
House Sparrow 945 179 259 1188 - 849 454 360 727 39
Number of Species 60 43 48 99 36 69 61 62 52 30
Number of Participants63 35 29 40 21 29 18 18 19 10
Total Number of Species Across all CBCs: 143

CW = Count Week Cst = Seacoast (1217/2005) Lac = Laconia-New-Hampton

Nsh = Nashua-Hollis (1/02/2006) Isl = Isles-of-Shoals (12/18/2005) (12/31/2005)

Pet = Peterborough-Hancock (12/17/2005) Lee = Lee-Durham (12/26/2005) Bak = Baker-Valley (1218/2005)

Kee = Keene (1217/2005) Con = Concord (12/18/2005) Han = Hanover-Norwich (1/1/2006)
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Lit Grf Erl Pit Cnw Sun Man San Amc Total
35 51 4 - 63 46 71 145 8 1654
5 14 1 3 7 1 3 12 126
cwW - - - - 2 - 31
7 7 26 20 9 5 7 2 201
- 139
- - - - *1 7
1 2 8 1 5 1 2843
- - - - 5
- - - - 9 - 195
348 92 - 97 19 59 761 44 14781
38 353 4 - 13 2 - 31 612
16 32 - 7 28 54 15 3546
- - - - - 1
6
31 14 3 1 44 15 39 21 1608
6
- 0
*4 8
- - - 0
2 11 2 344
- - - - - 9
1 - - - 6 12 1 194
14 24 5 8 16 116 31 1712
32 *30 1 5 - *18 125
11 19 6 13 58 14 2 1004
- - - - - - 1
1 3
- 1
5
1
- 1 214
*1 - - - - - - 2
42 12 29 85 12 5 W 2 195
- - - 3 8 - - - 51
12 4 4 24 - 1102
- - - - W 0
- - - - - - - - 5 7
61 90 95 228 15 1 1 164 1157
cwW 30 3 - - - - 1 3 58
90 34 - 2 48 81 101 55 3521
82 13 - 14 - - 233
27 182 15 55 391 143 5813
48 40 30 27 38 43 51 40 17
8 17 12 15 19 11 11 23 13
Lit = Littleton (12/18/2005) Sun = Lake-Sunapee (12/17/2005)
Grf = Grafton (12/31/2005) Man = Manchester (12/17/2005)
Erl = Errol-Umbagog (12/21/2005) San = Sandwich (12/31/2005)
Pit = Pittsburg (12/20/2005) Amc = AMC-Crawford (12/17/2005)
Cnw = North-Conwcy (12/30/2005)
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Christmas Bird Count Compilers

1 Pittsburg David Govatski
2 Errol-Umbagog Chris Martin
3 Littleton David Govatski
4 North Conway Tin Min. Conservation Cir.
5 Baker Valley John Williams
6 Hanover-Norwich Walter Ellison & Nancy Martin
7 Llaconia-New Hampton ~ Pam Hunt
8 Concord Robert Quinn
9 LleeDurham Stephen Mirick
10 Coastal David Donsker
11 Keene Robert Ritz
12 Peterborough-Hancock ~ Dave Rowell
13 Nashua-Hollis Ralph Andrews 1./
14 Lake Sunapee Gary Stansfield
15 Saxton’s River, VT Donald Clark
16 Manchester John Munier
17 Isles of Shoals Edward Raynor
18 Sandwich Tony Vazzano (et L N2
& Susan Wiley
19 Barnet, VT Charlie Browne
20 Grafton-Bristol Phred Benham
21 AMC Crawford Notch  David Govatski
@
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