New Hampshire Bird Records - Backyard Birder Feature

The general idea of the Backyard Birder feature is to take a bird observation, often a behavior observed by someone in their backyard, and do some research into that behavior to provide some kind of explanation of what’s going on. The thought was to have something that any birder could relate to, beginner or advanced, home observer or avid field birder.
Please see recent Backyard Birder columns for an idea of what has been written about. Usually the person’s observation comes first, and then the explanation. The observation can stand alone (like the two-part article on Red-breasted Nuthatch caching behavior), or it can be incorporated into one piece (like the Red-tailed Hawk and Ferret Encounter). One article was a piece prompted by a photo (Cranial Inertial Feeding that Steve Hale originally wrote to NH.Birds). Occasionally we have articles that are simply interesting stories (Survival Struggles of a Green Heron) or that provide helpful resources for birders (like the Bird Song Quiz). 
Many of the ideas for this feature have come from NH.Birds or questions to the NH Audubon Volunteer Naturalists. There is some research involved in writing the articles and there are many resources in the NH Audubon library and on the web. The Birds of North America species accounts are invaluable (there is a printed version in the NH Audubon library, but they’re also available on-line for a subscription fee), and the older series by Cleveland Bent which is also in the NH Audubon library. 
