New Hampshire Bird Records – Species Spotlight TEMPLATE 
12/1/08
Each spotlight article should have the following structure and include roughly the same information.

[TITLE]

Spotlight on [SPECIES, common and latin name]
by [AUTHOR’S NAME]
[MAIN TEXT – use the following section titles]

Background


2-3 sentences about the species

Breeding Status

Focus primarily on New Hampshire
Occurrence in New Hampshire


Include the following:


When (years and months/seasons) and where the species occurred in NH

The period of years searched, even if there were no reports


Interesting reports or patterns


Figure citations, for example:

There have been 16 Ruffs recorded since 1945 (Figure 1).

Comments


Relate New Hampshire sightings to regional patterns

Include any other interesting details about sightings

[FIGURES]

The following figures are those typically used for each species with a title example. It is easiest to create these figures in Excel. For species with few records some or all of these figures will not be necessary. Adjust years and second line of text as needed.
Figure 1. [SPECIES] records by year in New Hampshire, [1964-2002]. 

Data sources searched extend back to 1936, but there were no records prior to 1964.


Figure 2. [SPECIES] records by month in New Hampshire, [1964-2002]. 

Data sources searched extend back to 1936, but there were no records prior to 1964.


Figure 3. Distribution of [SPECIES] records in New Hampshire, [1936-2002]. 

Use a map of the state and plot the location of records. Varying symbols can be used if there are a lot of sightings from the same location (see examples). Bill Taffe will produce the map in publication-ready format.
[DATA SOURCES]

Include the following standard text.

Remove any citations that were not used, and/or adjust years as needed – see NOTE below.
Data Sources

The following data sources were searched for records of this species. The data for all figures represent the number of records; duplicates are not included. Not all records presented here have been reviewed by the New Hampshire Rare Birds Committee. 

Bulletin of New England Bird-life, 1936–1944. New England Museum of Natural History, Boston, Massachusetts.

New Hampshire Audubon Quarterly, 1961–1976. Audubon Society of New Hampshire, Concord, New Hampshire.

New Hampshire Bird News, 1951–1960. Audubon Society of New Hampshire, Concord, New Hampshire.

New Hampshire Bird Records and archives, circa 1963 through [YEAR]. New Hampshire Audubon, Concord, New Hampshire.

Records of New England Birds, in Massachusetts Audubon Society Bulletin, 1945–1955. Massachusetts Audubon Society, Concord, Massachusetts.

Records of New England Birds, 1956–1960 and 1964–1968. Massachusetts Audubon Society, Concord, Massachusetts.

[optional addition]

I also reviewed a card catalogue of bird record citations at New Hampshire Audubon (informally called “The Hanover Project”). Specific sources obtained from these citations are listed individually in References. Historical sightings should be viewed in context of the number of active birders and the accessibility of the data.

NOTE

See the Data Request sheet with the printouts from Becky for the appropriate data citations for those records. In summary:
1. Sightings from 1986-present and any records on slips from the early 1960s –1985 are covered by the New Hampshire Bird Records citation.

2. The “BBA Hist” sightings are from the Records of New England Birds in 3 various forms from 1936-60 and 1964-68, and are covered by 3 citations (Bulletin of NE Bird-life & Records of NE Birds).

If you also search the NH Audubon Quarterly (many of the records on NHBR slips may appear here), and the NH Bird News (not covered by any of the NHBR data you get from Becky), you should include them in the data source list. If you don’t search them for a particular species, you should take them out of the list above. There are two other ASNH publications of NH bird sightings that are listed in the Atlas – the ASNH Bulletin in 2 forms, 1921-1949. 
[REFERENCES – See also the Formatting References document]
References

Format:

Book

  Lastname, Finitial. year. Book title. Publisher, Town, State.



See below for examples.


Journal Article

  Lastname, Finitial. year. Article name. Journal title. Vol:#.



Foss, C. 2005. Bird surveys of Peruvian floodplains. Condor 107:4. 


Multiple years of a journal and/or data source

  Journal title, years. Publisher, Town, State.

For Birds of North America accounts on the web use the recommended citation.
Birds of North America accounts in print have two common citations – check each account for the appropriate one to use (shown on the back page of each account):

[AUTHOR]. [YEAR]. [SPECIES, Common and (latin)]. In The Birds of North America, No. ## (A. Poole and F. Gill eds.). The Birds of North America, Inc., Philadelphia, PA.

-- or --
[AUTHOR]. [YEAR]. [SPECIES, Common and (latin)]. In The Birds of North America, No. ## (A. Poole and F. Gill eds.). The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia, PA, and The American Ornithologists’ Union, Washington, D.C.
Examples of Commonly Used References
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